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Introduction 

 
This volume brings together the papers presented at the Document Recognition 
and Retrieval XVII (DRR) conference held January 2010 in San Jose as part of the 
IS&T/SPIE Electronic Imaging symposium. The DRR conference aims at presenting 
approaches which may improve the extraction of information from various types 
of documents: scanned, web-based, on-line, or camera-based documents. 
These approaches may concern the early stages of information extraction such 
as image enhancement, binarization, or document structure extraction. They 
may also concern higher stages of information extraction such as OCR, 
handwriting recognition, or symbol recognition. When these stages are achieved 
or when an electronic version is already available, information extraction and 
retrieval techniques can be applied. Related studies include document or 
writer/signature authentication. The 36 articles included in this volume deal with 
those topics for documents as various as historical documents, handwritten mails, 
maps or medical articles, and for documents written in diverse languages.  
 
Our two invited speakers this year are Craig Knoblock from the University of 
Southern California and Hiroshi Sako from Hitachi Japan. Craig Knoblock will give 
a talk on the processing of maps and map discovery. Hiroshi Sako will speak 
about advanced automated teller machines (ATMs) which include intelligence 
for preventing different types of attacks. 
 
This year we continue the tradition of giving the Best Student Paper Award to a 
paper whose lead author is a full-time student. We gratefully acknowledge Institut 
TELECOM and Telecom ParisTech for sponsoring this award. 
 
We wish to thank the program committee of DRR for providing the three required 
reviews and the additional reviewers for assisting in the review process. Many 
thanks go to the SPIE conference organizers for their help in organizing the 
conference. At last, we thank all the participating authors of the papers for their 
contributions to this conference and we welcome any feedback and 
suggestions.  
 
We encourage you to actively use this conference as an opportunity for 
discussions with your colleagues in this unique interdisciplinary framework, and we 
wish you a very fruitful stay in San Jose and California. 
 
 

Laurence Likforman-Sulem 
Gady Agam 
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