Editorial

Jack D. Gaskill, Editor

Special Issues: The Backbone of
Optical Engineering

For many years now, virtually every issue of Optical Engineering
has been a “special issue,” an issue in which a majority of the
papers have been devoted to one or two ‘“special”’ topics
related to the field of optical engineering. Although some minor
changes have been instituted in this regard, these special issues
will continue to be the backbone of the journal for some time to
come. Our current plan is to have ten special issues every year,
each containing about ten papers related to the special topic,
with about ten additional contributed papers on various other
topics included in each journal. The remaining two issues,
which will be the June and December issues beginning in 1987,
will be reserved exclusively for contributed papers and will have
about twenty papers each. Consequently, we anticipate that
approximately 100 papers related to special topics and 140 con-
tributed papers will be published in Optical Engineering each
year.

For each special issue, the Editor of Optical Engineering
appoints one or two individuals to serve as Guest Editor (s). The
Guest Editors, who are unpaid volunteers, have several impor-
tant responsibilities: first, they must convince about a dozen
sets of authors to submit papers; then, they must have each of
the papers submitted to them reviewed by two referees; next,
based upon the referees’ comments, they must decide which
papers to recommend for publication, which papers require
revision, etc.; and, finally, they must forward all of the recom-
mended papers to the Editor for a final decision. Quite a bit of
work is involved, and it is helpful if the Guest Editor is well
organized and has good secretarial support. On the other hand,
most of the efforts are confined to a three or four month period,
and the personal and professional satisfaction can be quite
rewarding.

With that bit of background, | would like to invite any of you
who isinterested in volunteering to be a Guest Editor to write or
telephone me and let me know of your qualifications and
proposed special topic. If you are not interested yourself or
don’t have the time, please feel free to recommend others who
you think might make good Guest Editors. I’'m looking forward
to getting your suggestions so that we can continue to publish
special issues of high quality covering a wide range of topics.
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June 1986

Speckle 11

Henri H. Arsenault Joseph W. Goodman

Université Laval Stanford University

Lab. de recherches en  Dept. of Electrical
optique et laser Engineering

Département de Durand Bldg. 127
physique Stanford, CA 94305

Ste-Foy, Quebec 415/723-3304

G1K 7P4 Canada

418/656-2650

July 1986

Optical Processing for the Space Station

Hua-Kuang Liu Henry Lum

Jet Propulsion Labs. Information Sciences

California Institute of Code SI
Technology Mail Stop 244-7

4800 Oak Grove Dr. NASA Ames Research Center

Pasadena, CA 91109 Moffett Field, CA 94035
818/354-8935 415/694-6544

August 1986

X-Ray Optics

Gerald F. Marshall

Ovonic Synthetic Materials Co.

Division of Energy Conversion Devices, Inc.
1788 Northwood Dr.

Troy, M1 48084  313/362-1290

September 1986
Large Optics Technology

Gregory M. Sanger

United Technologies Research Center

Optics and Applied Technologies Laboratories
P.O. Drawer 4181

West Palm Beach, FL 33402  305/863-4155

October 1986
Optical Interconnections

Lynn D. Hutcheson

Honeywell Inc.

10701 Lyndale Ave. South

Bloomington, MN 55420  612/887-4052

November 1986

Automation and Robotics for the Space Station
Henry Lum

Information Sciences, Code SI

Mail Stop 244-7

NASA Ames Research Center

Moffett Field, CA 94035  415/694-6544

December 1986
Contributed papers on optical engineering

January 1987

Optical Computing and Nonlinear
Optical Signal Processing

Nasser Peyghambarian

Optical Sciences Center
University of Arizona

Tucson, AZ 85721 602/621-4649



