
Experimental observation of topological
large-area pseudo-spin-momentum-locking
waveguide states with exceptional robustness
Liu He ,a Zhihao Lan ,b,* Bin Yang,c Jianquan Yao,a Qun Ren,d,e JianWei You,e Wei E. I. Sha ,f Yuting Yang,c,* and
Liang Wua,*
aTianjin University, Ministry of Education, School of Precision Instruments and Opto-Electronics Engineering, Key Laboratory of Opto-Electronics
Information Technology Tianjin, China

bUniversity College London, Department of Electronic and Electrical Engineering, London, United Kingdom
cUniversity of Mining and Technology, School of Materials Science and Physics, Xuzhou, China
dTianjin University, School of Electrical and Information Engineering, Tianjin, China
eSoutheast University, School of Information Science and Engineering, State Key Laboratory of Millimeter Waves, Nanjing, China
fZhejiang University, College of Information Science and Electronic Engineering, Key Laboratory of Micro-Nano Electronic Devices and Smart Systems of
Zhejiang Province, Hangzhou, China

Abstract. Unlike conventional topological edge states confined at a domain wall between two topologically
distinct media, the recently proposed large-area topological waveguide states in three-layer heterostructures,
which consist of a domain featuring Dirac points sandwiched between two domains of different topologies,
have introduced the mode width degree of freedom for more flexible manipulation of electromagnetic waves.
Until now, the experimental realizations of photonic large-area topological waveguide states have been
exclusively based on quantum Hall and quantum valley-Hall systems. We propose a new way to create
large-area topological waveguide states based on the photonic quantum spin-Hall system and observe their
unique feature of pseudo-spin-momentum-locking unidirectional propagation for the first time in experiments.
Moreover, due to the new effect provided by the mode width degree of freedom, the propagation of these
large-area quantum spin-Hall waveguide states exhibits unusually strong robustness against defects, e.g.,
large voids with size reaching several unit cells, which has not been reported previously. Finally, practical
applications, such as topological channel intersection and topological energy concentrator, are further
demonstrated based on these novel states. Our work not only completes the last member of such states
in the photonic quantum Hall, quantum valley-Hall, and quantum spin-Hall family, but also provides further
opportunities for high-capacity energy transport with tunable mode width and exceptional robustness in
integrated photonic devices and on-chip communications.
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1 Introduction
The discovery of topological phases in solid-state electronic ma-
terials opened a new chapter in condensed matter physics, which

has not only deepened our understanding of how topology can
enrich the classification of states of matter1 but also offered
unprecedented opportunities for device applications.2 Inspired
by these exciting developments, researchers in the photonics
community have made great efforts to explore the possibilities
of creating topological states for photons, leading to the emerg-
ing field of topological photonics.3–8 To date, a variety of
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photonic topological states have been proposed and demon-
strated, such as photonic quantum Hall states,9–12 photonic quan-
tum spin-Hall states,13–16 photonic quantum valley-Hall states,17–24

and high-order photonic topological corner states.25,26 Due to
the appealing features of photonic topological states, such as
unidirectional backscattering-immune wave propagation and
robustness against defects and imperfections, these states have
found many interesting applications, such as robust delay lines,27

reconfigurable waveguides,28,29 topological quantum optics in-
terfaces,30 topological quantum light sources,31 topological
lasers,32–34 and antichiral edge or surface states.35–38

Photonic topological edge states conventionally are created
at the domain wall between two photonic crystals (PhCs) with
different topologies, where the resulting edge states are tightly
confined around the zero-width domain wall. To introduce
the mode width degree of freedom, large-area topological wave-
guide states recently were proposed in three-layer heterostruc-
tures based on different topological physics,39–47 which in
general consist of a domain with Dirac points in the band struc-
ture sandwiched between two domains of gapped PhCs with
distinct topological properties. The resulting topological states
in these three-layer heterostructures feature uniform mode
amplitudes distributed over the middle domain, whose mode
width is tunable by the width of the middle domain, thus sup-
porting high-capacity energy transport. Moreover, these large-
area waveguide states enjoy similar topological properties as
their domain-wall edge states counterparts, such as unidirec-
tional propagation and backscattering immunity against certain
disorders and defects, making them attractive for various appli-
cations. Specifically, Wang, et al.39 were the first in experiments
to demonstrate topological large-area waveguide states based on
the photonic quantum Hall effect in magnetic PhCs, where the
waveguide states show one-way feature with their directionality
determined by the Chern number difference between the two
outer domains. Later on, large-area topological waveguide states
were also demonstrated in experiments based on the photonic
quantum valley-Hall physics,40 where the waveguide states
show valley-locked properties with their propagation direction
locked to the valley (K/K′) degree of freedom. Similar valley-
locked waveguide transport has also been demonstrated in
acoustic systems.42–44 Most recently, large-area topological
waveguide states were also studied theoretically based on the
photonic quantum spin Hall systems,45–47 where the resulting
waveguide states show pseudo-spin-momentum-locking unidi-
rectional propagations and can even bypass sharp bends without
being backscattered.46

Until now, the experimental realizations of large-area topo-
logical waveguide states in photonic systems have been exclu-
sively based on photonic quantum Hall and quantum valley-Hall
systems, and the prominent feature of pseudo-spin-momentum-
locking property in systems based on quantum spin-Hall effect
has not been confirmed in experiments. To fill this gap, in this
work, we propose a new way to create large-area pseudo-spin-
locking waveguide states (LPWSs) and observe the pseudo-
spin-momentum-locking unidirectional propagation in experi-
ments for the first time. In our experiments, a domain of PhCs
featuring a double Dirac-cone dispersion is sandwiched between
two domains of gapped PhCs with opposite topological prop-
erties. Through numerical simulations and experimental obser-
vations, we verify that the topological waveguide modes in
this setup are uniformly distributed in the middle domain and
show pseudo-spin-momentum-locking unidirectional propagation.

Moreover, we also reveal an unusually strong robustness of
these LPWSs against defects (e.g., cavities with sizes as large as
several unit cells), which is remarkable and has not been re-
ported previously in photonic topological systems preserving
time-reversal symmetry. Practical applications of these LPWSs,
such as high-energy-capacity topological channel intersection
and topological energy concentrator, are also demonstrated.

2 Methods

2.1 Simulations

Full-wave simulations of this work are performed by the com-
mercial finite-element solver, COMSOL Multiphysics 6.0.
All three domains of the heterostructure are composed of
PhCs with graphene-like lattice (lattice constant a ¼ 25 mm),
which are made of dielectric alumina cylinders with relative
permittivity εðrÞ ¼ 7.5 and radius of 0.12a. To calculate the
photonic band structures of the three lattice cell units in the first
Brillouin zone, as shown in the right panels of Fig. 1(b), periodic
boundary conditions are imposed on the opposite edges of the
hexagonal unit cell. To calculate the projected photonic band
structures along wave vector kx, periodic and perfect electric
conductor boundary conditions are applied to the x and y direc-
tions of the supercell AjBxjC, respectively, where domains A
and C are fixed to have 11 lattice unit cells, whereas domain
B has a width of x ¼ 0, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11. The calculated results
are shown in Fig. S2 in the Supplementary Material. For the
simulations of finite PhC structures, all computational domains
are surrounded by scattering boundary conditions. The simu-
lated field amplitude or geometric structures are shown in
Figs. 1(d)–1(f), Figs. 3(a)–3(h), and Figs. 4(a)–4(c).

2.2 Experimental Measurements

The PhC samples composed of alumina cylinders are assembled
inside two parallel metallic plates, and transverse magnetic ™
polarization is studied in the experimental measurements. In the
microwave field mapper system, a chiral source is placed in the
bottom plate through a drilled hole, and the time-harmonic field
distributions are measured by a probing antenna connected to
a vector network analyzer (Keysight E5063A) through the top
metallic plate. To guarantee a smooth movement of the top plate
in automatic measurements, there is a small air gap between
alumina cylinders and the top plate.

3 Model Setup and Result Discussion
The heterostructure AjBxjC considered in this work consists of
three PhCs, i.e., domains A, B, and C, whose unit cells contain
six alumina cylinders with dielectric constant εðrÞ ¼ 7.5 and
radius 0.12a embedded in the air [see Fig. 1(a)]. Here, x denotes
the width (number of unit cells) of domain B, where a is the
lattice constant. To simplify the experimental realization, we
fix the positions of the first, third, and fifth cylinders at a dis-
tance R1 ¼ 1∕3a from the unit cell center, whereas changing R2

of the second, fourth, and sixth cylinders is sufficient to induce a
topological phase transition for constructing the topological het-
erostructure. Note that we only focus on the TM modes with
nonzero ðEZ;HX;HYÞ in this work. Specifically, as shown by
the band structures of the three domains in the right panels of
Fig. 1(a), when R1 ¼ 1∕3a and R2 ¼ 1∕3.5a, the eigenmode of
the PhC at Γ point below (above) the bandgap exhibits p� (d�)
property, and thus is trivial. For R1 ¼ R2 ¼ 1∕3a, a fourfold

He et al.: Experimental observation of topological large-area pseudo-spin-momentum-locking waveguide states…

Advanced Photonics Nexus 016009-2 Jan∕Feb 2024 • Vol. 3(1)

https://doi.org/10.1117/1.APN.3.1.016009.s01


degeneracy at the Γ point forms, leading to the appearance of a
gapless double Dirac cone. For R1 ¼ 1∕3a, R2 ¼ 1∕2.65a, the
eigenmode of the PhC at Γ point below (above) the bandgap
exhibits d� (p�) property, indicating a band inversion compared
to the trivial PhC, and thus is topologically nontrivial (more de-
tails about the band inversion and topological phase transition in
this model, as well as a tight-binding description, can be found
in Note 1 in the Supplementary Material). These three PhC
structures are convenient for constructing the heterostructure
that supports LPWSs, as we will show in the following.

The projected band structure of a heterostructure ðAjB5jCÞ
constructed using the parameters discussed above is shown in
the left panel of Fig. 1(b), from which one can see that a pair
of waveguide modes (red dots) exhibiting the typical helical fea-
ture of conventional pseudo-spin-Hall edge states, i.e., at each
frequency there are two modes with opposite group velocities
and thus opposite propagation directions, emerge within the
bulk bandgap (light shaded region) of domains A and C. The
mode amplitude and phase distributions of two representative
states (marked by green and red dots in the projected band struc-
ture) are presented on the right of Fig. 1(b), which show that
while the mode amplitudes (jEZj) of the modes are uniformly
distributed in the middle domain B, their phase distributions

exhibit pseudo-spin chirality-locking property. These results in-
dicate that our designed heterostructure supports LPWSs. The
topological frequency window within which the topological
waveguide modes reside as a function of the width x of the
middle domain is shown in Fig. 1(c). As expected, when x in-
creases, the size of the topological frequency window decreases
due to the weakened coupling among the interface modes at A|B
and B|C domain walls as well as the bulk modes in domain B.
Furthermore, the small gap (light orange region) between the
two branches of topological waveguide modes becomes nar-
rower as x increases because the symmetry mismatch between
domains A and C is mitigated by inserting domain B, whose
parameters interpolate between those of A and C. Note that
the small gap between the two branches of topological wave-
guide modes could be reduced by using a graded transition
zone48, or even truly gapless topological waveguide modes may
be realized by using more complicated Kekule distortion.49,50

Apart from the topological waveguide modes, we note that there
are also gapped nontopological waveguide modes appearing
within the bulk bandgaps of domains A and B [see the blue dots
in the band structure of Fig. 1(b) and their detailed character-
izations are given in the Notes 2 and 3 in the Supplementary
Material].

Fig. 1 Setup for LPWSs. (a) Schematic (left) of the three-layer heterostructure AjBx jC and the
corresponding band structures (right) of the domains A, B, and C. Here, x labels the width (number
of unit cells along y ) of the middle domain B, and unit cells of the three domains are highlighted as
insets. (b) Projected band structure along kx for AjB5jC, where the black, blue, and red dotted lines
denote bulk, nontopological waveguide, and topological waveguide modes, respectively. The am-
plitude and phase distributions of the topological waveguide modes (EZ ) marked by red and green
dots are shown on the right. (c) Width of the topological frequency window (marked by the light
shadow in (b) as a function of x , where the light orange region marks the small gap between the
two branches of topological waveguide modes. (d) Simulated jEZ j distributions of the pseudo-
spin-momentum-locking unidirectional propagation at frequency 0.5601c∕a in AjB5jC, where
the chiral source for excitation is marked by the green star. (e) Simulated jEZ j distribution of
the topological propagation against four sharp bends in an Ω-shaped waveguide at frequency
0.5601c∕a using AjB5jC. (f) Simulated jEZ j distributions of the topological waveguide modes
at frequency 0.5627c∕a for x ¼ 1, 5, and 9, where the green dashed lines highlight the boundaries
of domain B. (g) Simulated transmission spectrum versus frequency in a straight waveguide
with x ¼ 5, where the light and orange regions denote the topological frequency window and
topological mode gap, respectively.
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To demonstrate the pseudo-spin-momentum-locking feature
of the topological waveguide modes, their propagations excited
by a chiral source marked by the green star at frequency
0.5601c∕a are shown in Fig. 1(d) (in the simulations, three
dipoles with phase winding of 2π∕3 along the clockwise or anti-
clockwise direction are used as the circularly polarized excita-
tion source), where clear unidirectional propagation behaviors
can be observed. Moreover, to demonstrate that the unidirec-
tional propagation is topological with respect to the crystalline
symmetry, i.e., possessing immunity against sharp bends, we
construct an omega-shaped waveguide in Fig. 1(e); the result
shows that the excited wave can bypass four sharp bends with-
out noticeable backscattering. The unidirectional propagations
at frequency 0.5627c∕a with different mode widths of x ¼ 1,
5, and 9 are shown in Fig. 1(f), and for all three cases, the energy
of the field is highly concentrated in domain B. The energy
capacity of the modes with different x could be obtained by in-
tegrating the EZ field along the waveguide cross section marked
by the green dashed rectangle in Fig. 1(f), and the results show
that the energy capacity carried by the mode could be tuned by
varying the width x of domain B. Finally, the transmission
spectrum of the waveguide structure AjB5jC is further studied.
The energy of the electromagnetic wave that passes through
the planes 1 and 2 [indicated by the white dashed lines in
Fig. 2(c)] can be calculated by U ¼ 1∕2

R
l Reð~E × ~H�Þ · dl,

from which we can define the percentage of transmitted energy
as U2∕ðU1 þU2Þ; the results are shown in Fig. 1(g), from
which one can see that the topological waveguide modes show
high directionality within the topological frequency window
(note that the drop in transmission marked by the orange region

is due to the small gap between the topological waveguide
modes).

4 Experimental Observations of LPWSs
Microwave experiments are performed to demonstrate the
pseudo-spin-momentum-locking unidirectional propagation and
robustness against disorders and defects of the large-area topo-
logical waveguide modes. A photograph of an experimental
sample from the top view is shown in Fig. 2(a), where all param-
eters of PhCs are the same as those simulated in Fig. 1, and the
lattice constant is a ¼ 25 mm in the experiments. The chiral
source for launching right-propagating electromagnetic waves
in domain B (x ¼ 5) is constructed by three antennas with a
phase difference of 2π∕3 between neighboring antennas along
the clockwise direction. The whole PhC heterostructure is
surrounded by absorbing materials (in blue) to avoid unwanted
scattering (more details about the experimental setup can be
found in Sec. 2.2). To demonstrate the hallmark feature of
pseudo-spin-momentum-locking unidirectional propagation,
we put the chiral source in the middle of the waveguide and
present the measured amplitude of the EZ field in the experiment
at frequency of 7.92 GHz in Fig. 2(b). The result shows that the
excited wave propagates unidirectionally to the right, while its
field is mainly confined in the middle domain, which agrees
with the simulation results in Fig. 1(d). Note that due to the
time-reversal symmetry of the helical waveguide modes, flip-
ping the chirality of the source in Fig. 2(b) will excite wave
propagating unidirectionally to the left (not shown). To verify
that the propagation of the topological waveguide modes is

Fig. 2 Experimental observations of LPWSs. (a) Photograph of an experimental sample from the
top view, where the red dashed lines denote interfaces A|B and B|C, respectively, and all alumina
cylinders are surrounded by microwave-absorbing foams (blue regions). The chiral source is com-
posed of three antennas with phase winding 2π∕3 along the clockwise direction, which is placed
parallel to the alumina cylinders for launching the EMwave. (b) Measured amplitude of the EZ field
at frequency of 7.92 GHz with source location indicated by the green star. (c) and (d) Measured
amplitudes of the EZ field at frequency of 8.02 GHz for two different structural imperfections—
disorder in (c) and a void cavity in (d), where the green dashed rectangles highlight the positions
of the imperfections in experiments (see the top-right for details).
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robust against disorder and defects, we introduce random shifts
of the cylinder positions and a void cavity within a certain re-
gion of B in the fabricated samples. The measured amplitude of
the EZ field in Fig. 2(c) shows that despite the disorder (within
the green dashed rectangle) along the propagation path, the ex-
cited wave (source location marked by a green star) can bypass
the disordered region without being backscattered. Similarly
in Fig. 2(d), the propagation of the excited wave can bypass
a region with a void cavity without being backscattered (for
more discussions about the robustness of the topological wave-
guide modes against disorder and defects, see Note 8 in the
Supplementary Material).

5 Strong Robustness of LPWSs against
Large Defects

While the conventional photonic helical edge states show some
robustness against certain disorders and defects, it crucially de-
pends on the location and type of the disorders and defects. For
example, as the amplitude of the conventional edge states de-
cays exponentially away from the interface, disorder or defects
located more closely to the interface in general will affect the
wave propagation more significantly than disorders or defects

located far away from the interface. Moreover, as the symmetry
protecting the photonic helical edge states is emulated by crys-
talline symmetry, any disorders or defects will break this sym-
metry in principle and can destroy the topological protection.14

The width degree of freedom of the large-area topological
waveguide modes makes the realization of stronger robustness
possible because the amplitude of the LPWSs is uniformly
distributed in the middle domain, and as such, one can expect
if the transverse dimension of the defect is smaller than the
mode width, its effect on the wave propagation will also be
small. As the mode width can be tuned to be arbitrarily large by
increasing the width of the domain B, the large-area topological
waveguide modes have the potential to be immune against much
larger defects.

To understand the effect of transverse dimension of the defect
on the backscattering of propagation of LPWSs, we first study
the air cavity (a cluster of dielectric cylinders being removed)
with increasing transverse dimension while fixing the mode
width (i.e., the width of the middle domain B) to be x ¼ 5.
From the simulation results shown in Figs. 3(a)–3(d), we can
see that the unidirectional propagation of the topological wave-
guides modes can bypass C1, C2, and C3 air cavities, whereas
being completely backscattered by C4 air cavity due to its large

Fig. 3 Strong robustness against large cavity defects of the LPWSs. (a)–(d) Simulated propaga-
tion of the topological waveguide modes with cavity defects along the propagation path in AjB5jC
waveguide at frequency 0.5601c∕a. The size of the cavity defects increases along the transverse
direction from (a)–(d) (see schematics of the insets). The white dashed lines denote the bounda-
ries of the domain B, and the green dashed rectangles highlight the location of the air cavities.
(e) and (h) Similar to (a)–(d), but for cavity defects with size increasing along the longitudinal
direction (see the schematics of the insets). (i) Transmission spectra versus frequency for the
waveguides with different cavity defects in (a)–(d). (j) Transmission spectra versus frequency for
the waveguides with different cavity defects in (e)–(h).
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transverse size, which agrees with our reasoning above. To fur-
ther demonstrate that it is the transverse size of the cavity that
plays the key role in blocking the unidirectional propagation of
the topological waveguide modes, we present in Figs. 3(e)–3(h)
the simulation results of another series of air cavities with fixed
transverse size of 1 unit cell whereas with different longitudinal
sizes of 2, 3, 4, and 5 unit cells (see the insets for their geom-
etries). The results show that increasing the longitudinal size of
the air cavity has a negligible effect on the unidirectional propa-
gation of the topological waveguide modes [Poynting vector
distributions of Figs. 3(a)–3(h) are given in Fig. S10 in the
Supplementary Material]. To the best of our knowledge, the en-
hanced robustness of the topological waveguide modes against
large defects due to the mode width degree of freedom has not
been studied previously, which provides an exciting new oppor-
tunity for more robust wave manipulation. The transmission
spectra of the waveguides with different air cavities in
Figs. 3(a)–3(d) and Fig. 3(h) are presented in Figs. 3(i) and
3(j), respectively. From the results shown in Fig. 3(i), we can
see that at lower frequencies, below 0.56c∕a within the topo-
logical frequency window, the propagation shows relatively
high transmission for C1, C2, and C3 air cavities, whereas at
higher frequencies, due to resonance of the cavities, the trans-
mission shows oscillations. For the C4 air cavity, the transmis-
sion is much smaller due to the large transverse size of the cavity
that blocks the wave propagation. For the transmission spectra
shown in Fig. 3(j) for waveguides with increasing size of cavity
along the longitudinal direction, the transmissions for all the
cases show a similar feature in the middle of the topological
frequency window where the topological property of the
LPWSs is more prominent. Our results thus demonstrate a
new scenario in which the mode width degree for freedom of
the topological waveguide modes can tolerate much larger de-
fects compared with conventional topological edge states with
zero mode width.

6 Applications
The prominent features of LPWSs, such as pseudo-spin-
momentum-locking unidirectional propagations and exceptional
robustness against much larger defects due to the mode width
degree of freedom, make them promising for high-capacity en-
ergy transport in waveguide-based integrated photonic devices
and circuits.

To demonstrate the application potentials of LPWSs, we first
design a topological channel intersection using the pseudo-spin-
momentum-locking property of LPWSs as shown in Figs. 4(a)
and 4(b), where four ports labeled as 1 to 4 are used for wave
routing with a waveguide width (i.e., width of domain B) of
x ¼ 5, and the white dashed lines denote the interfaces between
different domains (see Note 11 in the Supplementary Material
for its geometrical structure). The simulated performances of
the topological channel intersection when the chiral source is
located at ports 1 and 3 are presented in Figs. 4(a) and 4(b),
respectively. From the results, we can see that when the chiral
source is located at port 1 (port 3), the launched topological
guided modes can only propagate to ports 3 and 4 (ports 1
and 2) and are suppressed in port 2 (port 4). This is because,
when the chiral source is placed at port 1 (port 3), the transport
channels from port 1 to ports 3 and 4 (from port 3 to ports 1 and
2) have the same chirality, which is different from the chirality
of transport channel from ports 1 to 2 (from port 3 to 4); thus the
transport is suppressed from port 1 to 2 (from port 3 to 4). The
transmission spectra of the two cases are calculated and pre-
sented in Figs. 4(d) and 4(e), where the transmission from port
i to port j is labeled as Pji. From the results, we can see that the
transmissions of P31 and P41 (P13 and P23) are much larger
than that of P21 (P43) within the operational bandwidth when
the chiral source is at port 1 (port 3), demonstrating the high
efficiency of the designed topological channel intersection with
finite waveguide width.

Fig. 4 Applications of LPWSs. (a) and (b) Simulated amplitudes of the EZ field in topological chan-
nel intersections using LPWSs, where the chiral source is placed at port 1 and port 3 in (a) and (b),
respectively. (c) Simulated amplitude of the EZ field in topological energy concentrator using
LPWSs. (d) and (e) Transmission spectra corresponding to (a) and (b). (f) Normalized jEZ j
profiles along three dashed green lines in (c).
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Furthermore, a topological energy concentrator using the
LPWSs is further designed and studied in Fig. 4(c), where the
width of domain B changes from x ¼ 9 to x ¼ 1 along the propa-
gation path. From the result, one can see that the energy of the
wave in the wide channel of domain B gradually evolves into the
narrow channel in the middle part of the waveguide and then ex-
pands back during the later stage of the propagation. It is worth
noting that the operation bandwidth of LPWSs with x ¼ 1 com-
pletely covers that of LPWSs with x ¼ 9, indicating that the op-
eration bandwidth of the topological energy concentrator is
determined by the wide channel of domain B. The normalized
field profiles (jEZj) along three dashed green lines in Fig. 4(c)
are shown in Fig. 4(f), from which one can see that the energy
intensity along line 2 is much larger than those along lines 1 and
3, indicating a strong field enhancement in the narrow channel of
domain B. The topological energy concentrator demonstrated
here could be potentially used for field enhancement, modulating
field strength, or boosting nonlinear effect. LPWSs may also be
exploited for wavelength division multiplexing in waveguides
with different widths of domain B, different high-capacity energy
splitter/distribution,51 and topological cavity with tunable mode
confinement40 (see Note 11 in the Supplementary Material).
For example, the topological cavity with high-capacity energy
transport exhibits energy peaks at certain frequencies due to
the interference effect of traveling modes around the cavity,52

which may be promising for novel topological lasing.34

7 Conclusions
Through both theoretical simulations and experimental observa-
tions, we have demonstrated the existence of LPWSs in a three-
layer topological PhC heterostructure exploiting the photonic
quantum spin-Hall effect. The LPWSs have a uniform distri-
bution of mode amplitude in the middle domain of the hetero-
structure and possess prominent topological properties, such as
inherent pseudo-spin-chirality, pseudo-spin momentum-locking
unidirectional propagation, and tunable mode width for high-
capacity energy transport. Most importantly, we have demon-
strated that the mode width of the LPWSs provides a new degree
of freedom for enhancing the robustness of the unidirectional
propagation, which is immune to much larger defects than can
be achieved for conventional topological edge states with zero
mode width. The LPWSs have great potential for practical ap-
plications, such as topological channel intersections, topological
energy concentrators, topological cavities with tunable mode
confinement, and high-capacity energy splitters. Compared to
conventional topological edge states, LPWSs are more compat-
ible with interfacing with existing waveguide-based photonic
devices, making them appealing for applications in different
scenarios, such as multiband,53 reconfigurable,29 wavelength di-
vision multiplexing,54,55 and coexistence of different topological
states.56,57 For future works, it would be interesting to experimen-
tally investigate the LPWSs at higher frequencies, such as tera-
hertz, infrared, and optical frequencies, for more compact on-chip
applications.
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